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"got from a Russian officer somo nuts and sweets. To-day the Russians are singing, playing mouth-organs, and dancing."
Another Polish-German soldier from another part of tlio lino writes that every Russian soldier tfot for Easter ten eggs and eight buns, and that they were sharing those with their German opponents. " For throo days lasted perfect peaeo, not interrupted by a single shot.1*
Just as in Poland, fighting died down towards the end of March on the Nioinou and the Narov front. According to one estimate throo Gorman army corps wero at that time holding the lint* in front of the Nieinen, four are said to havo stood between Osowiec and the Orzoc (the river east of Prasnysz;), and another four between the Orssec and the Vistula. Even if this estimate is correct for March 20, it is almost certainly too high for April; about that ,timo whole army corps were transferred from thin front to the Carpathians. We hear about tho middle of March that the 40th German Reserve Corps is holding the line between Invalid and Kalvoria, tho 39th, under Uonorul von Latienstoin, tho district south of Kuvalki, and tho 38th, under General von dor Marwite, tho country round tho Orssec. But wo know that General von der Marwitss commanded in the beginning of April the Gorman reinforeomonts in tho Lupkow region,
A mouth's bombardment by tho heaviest German howitzers had niado no impression on tho fortB of Onowiec. Tho period dtiring which tho marshes of tho Bobr are frozen was passing, and tho German*? had to think of extricating thoir artillery before tho ground became impassable. " Since Sunday (March 21)," says a Russian official communiqui, ** tho Germans have boon removing from before Osowioc their heavy batteries, leaving only four." No shot from tho heavy howitzers had struck tho concrete of tho fortress. " The enemy did not even succeed in dislodging our infantry from their field-works." Only a feeble cannonade continued on March 27; during the following days it ceased altogether. It was rasumod on April 11 with 8 in. howitzers, and on April 14 tho Germans attempted an adva-nce against Osowioc. It was easily repelled. Tho so-callod siege of Osowicc (it never was a roal siego, it was merely bombarded from the north) had come to an end.
Here and there, on the Orxec, the Omulew and the Ssskwa, some occasional fighting occurred, some prisoners were token, some
trenches captured. On the whole this line does not deserve much attention. With the exception of some more lively encounters in tho region between the Omulew and the Szkwa, round tho villages of Tartak, Waeh, and Zavvady, it was merely part of the usual routine of the trench warfare, as it is carried on in a flooded country. The famous battlefields between Myszynicc and Kolno were all under water. If we add that Xeppelins visited Lomza and Bialystok, killing a few civilians, and that a Russian airship bombarded on April 20 the railway station of Soldau, we have practically completed the story of the war as it developed during the early spring on tho Narov and Bobr front.
Fighting on the Momen front, during early spring, was similarly of merely secondary importance. The Germans had withdrawn towards the end of March their main forces closer to the East Prussian frontier and only smaller bodies were loft in advanced positions round Kalvaria, Suvalki, and Augustovo. Similarly the main Russian forces were concentrated on their main line of defence between Kovno and Grodno.
One rath or interesting action, fought by more considerable forces, is reported from tho district of lakes and forests east of Sejny and Suvalki. On March 27 tho Gorman 31st Division supported by throo Reserve Regiments and a lurgo body of cavalry advanced from Kalvaria to Krosno. They had been ordered to attack from, tho flank and tho roar the Russian forces which wero operating in tho district round Lodzie, Tho Russians wore holding the passage between tho lake Dusia and Simno. The ico-crust which grows in the course of the winter on the Lithuanian lakes is so thick that it takes a good long time before the thaw renders dangerous tho passage across it. The surface may bo even covered by water, but firm ice still remains beneath. The Germans decided to cross the lake, and in that way to turn tho positions of our Allies. They, however, learned of the movement in good time and delivered counter-attacks at Zobrzyski and Motolica. Tho Gorma,n troops which had crossed the lake suffered a fearful defeat. Ono battalion of the famous 21st Army Corps, which had boon operating in that region since the middle of February, was practically annihilated. Its last remnants surrendered to the Russians on the next day near Strumbaglow. The entire German force retired from Krasno on March 3L